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"HE chagrin which 1 felt in FE the 

advertiſement y you mention, from the four- 
- teen CuraTys 'EzcTvrtrs and CHAPLains of 7 
the pariſh of Leeds, with their Vicarat the head | 
of them, was a little relieved by their conclu- 
ding approbatjon and acknowledgrnents to the : 
two MajoriTIEs in PARLIAMENT, who refuſed _ _ 
to repeal the Teſt-A&; becauſe I am always 
pleaſed to ſee my fellaw - creatures making them? 


ſelves happy in any ae F-importance 
ibn en een. 
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Bot whilſt, as a en 1 own n myſelf 
to have been thus intereſted in the harmleſs | Mn 
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ently except againſt their expreſſed ſatisfaction 
in what gives much uneaſineſs to many others, 


and is an impoſition wholly unwarrantable, and, 


conſequently, diſgraceful to the IurosxRs of it. 
That much uneaſineſs is cauſed. by the Teſt- | 
AR, no one will diſpute; and, on rhriſtian prin- 
ciples, the iniquity of it wiH be ſoon apparent. 

For if, in a civil community, the injuſtice and 
impolicy of diſcouraging, in any wiſe, a nume- 


rous deſcription of that community, through the 


medium of religious opinions, which really nei- 
ther do, nor have any tendency to, render them, 
in proportion to their number and oppulence, 
leſs uſeful than any other deſeription in it; (1) 
if, I ſay, the injuſtice and impolicy of ſuch a diſ- 
couragement, and the inconſiſtency of it 110 h 
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(i) Some will tell us, that the Doftors Price and Prieſtley 
are in principle ——— Who need care at all whe- 
ther they, and five hundred more of their kidney, (or five 
times five hundred individuals-of our own church) be ſo, 
or not? It is much too inſignificant a queſtion” for, this 
Kincpom to be at all concerned in, and does not reſult 
from any religious tenet adverſe to monarchy, and therefore 


| interferes not with the above aſſertion. Beſides, thoſe 


Bugbears to ſome folks, the Doctors Prieſtley and Pri ce, 

are not to be thought altogether Porzs even to their re- 
ſpective unimportant parties; i. e. unimportant as enemies 
to our civil conſtitution, if they can with juſtice be 
ſo thought of. "ach 1 3k 


6 =: 
| PROTESTANTS, Who affert à right of private 
judgment in all religious matters, be not ſuffici- 
ently glaring, ſurely that admirable goſpel in- 
junction —do as ye would ze done wnto—mot 
explicitly condemns it. | According to tłis per- 
feckly reaſonable and religious rule of conduct, 
muſt not all thoſe, who endeavour to promote 
the making a Reception of the Sacrament, by a 
mode that is offenſtve to great numbers, an 
indiſpenſable qualification for civil diſtinctions, 
manifeſt therein a tytannical and irreligious 
temper, unleſs, at the ſume time, they cobld 
readily aſſent to the reaſonableneſs of having a 
conformity for ſuch purpoſes; alike adapted to 
their own religious prejudices, (2) WRT on 
themſelves? ( . "7" 


a) As as ſacrament,” in particular, if it be 
KY in remembrance of him who a inted it, and ap- 
pointed it for that remembrarice, much ſcrupuloſity about . 
the manner, when that is the meaning, ren ® wa 


called reli ion, but mere prejudice, or ſu which ah 


it would do-the Diſſenters, and indetd all L others, 80 dif- 
credit to get rid of, whatever be the fate of the Teſt Att. 


3) The Leeds Clergy” are not ſi to be {6 com- 
pletely papiftical as to attempt to ev the ju ſtneſs and 0 
vious conſequence of this argument by but — 
method, of maintaining all our own religious nd ab 
forms to be right, and, conſequently, thoſe o of 3 
Who differ from us, to be crrpneous. It is eviderit etiough, 

however, that no individual maty or number of men, can 
attempt, otherwiſe than by Azcuntwr, to impoſe any re- 
ligious opinions on others, without 1 g either 
infallibility, or groſs abſurdity. H tt | 


{ | y 
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| mitted to decide for them. To have any aſſu- 


(6:3 


Now that a propoſition thus, with the ſame . 


meaſure with which they mete, to meaſure to them 
again, could.not be very palatable to our Leeds 
Clergy, would be pretty evident, if we had no- 
thing to determine from, but, the CaPTIOUSNESS 
manifeſted in their advertiſement: for captious 
they undoubtedly are; and, to me, incompre- 
henſible in their captiouſneſs. What can be the 


drift of their ſhrewd obſervation—* that the 


“ Diſſenters tacitly reſerve to themſelves the 
« right of judging what ſeaſons and meaſures 


c may be the moſt proper and prudent for urg- 


ting the object of their petition?” Can they 
mean, by this objection, that the Diſſenters are 
the only deſcription of rational creatures who are 
not entitled to judge for themſelves in the pur- 

ſuit of their own purpoſes? or that they have not 


indeed the excluſive right to decide, from circum- 
ſtances, on the times and means moſt prox rand 


prudent to rid themſelves of any grievance, and 
are in duty bound to act accordingly? Perhaps 
our Leeds Clergy would inſinuate, that the Diſ- 


ſenters ought to be regulated by the judgment 
of their Opponents in thoſe particulars, rather than 


by their own; or may even mean, that they 
themſelves, i in their Wiſdoms, ſhould be per- 


rance, 


F C3 23 


rance, however, of their meaning, it ſeems | 


_ - neceſſary to wait for their own explanation. 


But they immediately afterwards inform us, 
with more preciſion, perhaps, than, Conſiſtency 
and Truth, that their wiſh, as dictated by 
* chriſtian charity, is, for the Diſſenters to enjoy 


es a complete toleration; and that they conſider 


« them as being now in full poſſeſſion of it, as 
« far as religion and the worſhip of God are any 
cc ways concerned.” So then, admitting the 
correct diſcernment and chriſtian liberality of 


theſe Clergy in this declaration, we muſt neceſ- 


ſarily admit, that a ſtate of complete toleration, 


ſo far as religion and the worſhip of God are any 


ways concerned, is a ſtate, in which, on account 


of their religion, and becauſe of their worſhip of God, 


men-afe incapacitated for civil diſtinctions and 
emoluments which. are deſirable to them; and 


= 


that to rejoice in, and endeavour to promote, 
ſuch diſabilities is a proper ſpirit and genuine 


fruit of Chriſtian Charity l. Thoſe, who, at ſuch / 


an evident expence of the Head and Heart, 


chuſe thus to compliment. our Leeds Clergy, 
are at liberty to do ſo; but, for my own part, 1 


ſhall not ſcruple to aſſert, that, according to the 
. beſt . and ging that J have, this 
| 8 


(8 ) 
profeſſed opinian and wiſh of theirs muſt inevi- 
tably either faſten on them palpable abſurdity 
and groſs ignorance, or brand them with the 
moſt odious hypocriſy. | 7 


They N in effect to tell us, acdc | 
.of their extraordinary opinian Juſt- mentioned, 
that great alarm has been infoſed into their 
minds, from obſerving a/Confederacy of Diſſen | 
ters fo widely diſtant from each other in what 
are termed ſome eſſentials of Chriſtianity : and 
that they cannot otherwiſe conſider it, than as 
ultimately meaning a conteſt ſor power in the 
State. It ſeems, there can be no conoeit too ex- 
travagant for men to admit in promotion of illi- 
beral purpoſes. Whatever be the idea of a com- 
plete toleration, yet, while the Diſſenters are 
capable of pointing out any civih difadvantages 
common and peculiar to themſelves on account 
of their religious opinons, who on their con- 
federating to get rid of thoſe hardſhips—who, | 
beſides the Leeds Clergy, could at all find in 
that Confederacy, becauſe conſiſting of denominati- 
ons ſo widely diſtant in ſome eſſentials of Chriſtianityj, 
any juſt cauſe of alarm for the aſcendant power 
of our Eſtabliſhment? Surely, if, from fuck a 
circumſtance, any thing, beſides the reality of 


| liberty of e 


| | | (' 9 J. | AY | 
the grievance ſo conjunively/cothplained of; - 


can reſult in the minds of diſpaſſionate perſuns, 
it muſt be the direct reverſe of that apprehen- 
ſion. Accordingly, i in my humble opinion, if I 
may without arrogance oppoſe it to the judg- 
ment of our Leeds Clergy, theſe different deno - 
minations of Diſſenters, admitted to be ſo diſtant 
from each other, and well known to be more 
diſinclined mutually than to the Eſtabliſhment, 
(i) cannot, morally ſpeaking, in any conteſt for 
power ever be united: And their preſent co- 
operation to rid themſelves of what chey think 2 
common grievance, and an acquieſeence under 
which they might j uſtiy deem a common igno- 
miny, only proves, that, however men, through 
religious opinons, may ſeparate from each other, 
and be indifferent, or even adverſe, to their mu- 
tual proſperity and aggrandizement, yet chat 
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0 Is not this — enger Hae le Fr Reg 
of Diſſenters, ee exe — 
the teſt-AR, hich i 1s eſſedly 

many, term themſelves the more — bee 
of them; and Who, with t not as 
their diſlike of ſuch L as the Doctors 
and Prieſtle . For is it i an nature — to — 

oice, the ved gi of that liberty, 
in any reſpect whatever? || A not to mention the public diſ- 
paragement and reproach, Which che le- act implies of thoſs 
who come e under ĩt N ow 


» £ 
: 
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in that averſion to & ; 


(10 ) 


nothing can at length prevent them from uniting 


to obtain the removal of ay common oppreſſion 
or injuſtice, 


* 


Nor am I a whit more able to concur with our 


Leeds Clergy in their diſapprobation of what they 


call the eagerneſs of the Diſſente 2 bring again 
and again their petition before the ſame Parlia - 
ment which has all ready twice rejected it. If 


men will not more readily do right, we muſt en- 


deavour, after the ſcripture example | of the 
Widow to the unjuſt Judge, to importune them 
into the doing of it.“ Argument, and Liberality, 


and Juſtice, muſt ultimately triumph, when op- 
poſed by nothing but prejudice and Apprehen- 
ſion: and, ſince our Gallic neighbours, to their 
great honour, have made civil offices equally 


acceſſible to all religious deſcriptions among 
them; that triumph, in a repeal of our teſt- act, 
cannot, it is to be hoped; be at any great diſt- 
ance. In all reaſon, no doubt, it may be thought 
ſufficient, that, to the excluſive ſupport and en- 


couragement of our own Church, we - retain, by 


our aſcendant power, all the peculiar diſtinctions 


* on 
A 


* Luke, xviii. 2. 


(1 ) 


and emoluments of it;“ and, furely, the French 

Nation will not long be permitted to go before 
THIS in any Magnanimity. 
| In 

»The Churches of ExcLawDd and Sc OTLAND, as national 
| Eſtabliſhments, are juſtifiable, /and alike ſo, while reſpect- 
ively approved by the majority in each nation, as con- 
ducive to true religion, which, for that reaſon, they, to be 
conſcientious, muſt endeavour to promote thereby; the 
majority having better pretenſion to controul the minority 
than the minority them; becauſe the happineſs of the 
greater number is preferable to that of the and men 
themſelves muſt be permitted, 4 men, to be the beſt judges 
of their own happineſs. truths, it is not denied, 
bring on the church of IATA, as a national church, 
inevitable condemnation,” o. 

The mere matter alone of an eccleſiaſtical national Eſta- 
bliſkment, it muſt be obſerved, is hereby juſtified, and not 
whatever may relate to the Support of any ſuch Eſtabliſh. 
ment. Men in their political capacity can never juſtly 
impoſe on others, any thing to which they intend not to 
ſubject themſelves: that were rank tyranny; no leſs guarded 
- againſt than all private profligacy, by this precept of the 
wiſdom which is from above ;j—whatſoever ye would that 
men ſhould do unto you, even ſo do unto them. 


Tithes, for inſtance, if they can be fairly deemed in iny- 


wife 4 Tax on Individuals, are undoubtedly. therein op- 


preſſive, ſo far as they affect that deſcription amongſt us, 
who diſſent from our Eſtabliſhment. Becauſe therein men 
are taxed, not only to the public ſupport of religion, 
which they may juſtly be, but to a profellic | 
it which they cannot conleyepgopty make uſe of; nay, not 
merely cannot uſe, but do abſolutely condemn; and thus 
are either deprived of public worſhip, or ſubje&ed to a dou- 
ble expence on account of it: and, moreover, ſo far as the 
caſe will admit, are actually compelled to be irreligious, in 
contributing to a worſhip at which their conſcience is of- 


fended, A ſpecies this, of compelling them to * 
\ 4 11 44 21 
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In the mean time, in this land of freedom, 
ſome warmth from the Difſenters, in their public 
. 5 meetings 
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ſo far as the worſhip, to which they are obliged to contri- 
bute, is in their opinion blaſphemous: And this is included 


in thoſe N rfections of ie and perſecution, which 


* — —v—— —Lk 


Saint Paul ſo honeſtly and ma l y recites as having 
been manifeſted by himſelf in his unconverted cha- 
rater, "9" bat p ( . 

It may be ſaid, that ſome men will net chuſe any public 
worſhip at all; and therefore ought to be exempt from 
paying to any: But this is ſufficiently anſwered by obſerv- 
ing, what every one knows, that fingular characters cannot 
be conſulted in general regulations. 


+ Tithes, however, though almoſt. univerſally objected to 
as a hardſhip, muſt, it ſeems, when we yy advert to their 
origin; what the landlord was abated in his purchaſe on 
account of them; and the tenant is remitted in his rent; 
ther with our ſeparation' from the church of Rome, 
whoſe intereſts they were primarily intended to promote; 
theſe things conſidered, tithes, it ſeems, muſt be deemed 
greatly, if not wholly, at the diſpoſal of the Pvuz1 ic, for 
the promotion of true religion, in whatever way they may 
think the beſt; and, conſequently, at this time, in the main- 
tenance of our Eſtabliſhment, and of that only becauſe a 
more equitable appropriation of them, for religious purpoſes, 
were, ingly, impracticableQ. Ee 


Our moſt merciful Cx EA rox has provided, through a 
ſufficient ſimilarity of intellect in the ſpecies, that no tyranny; 
or oppreſſion, can be promoted, or long protected, in a' 
community of free men, by the doctrine, here maintained, 
of a controlling authority in. the major part of them; 
againſt whoſe deciſions the minority have no wWarrantable R 
recourſe but that of Reaſon and Argument, ig the uſevof 
| which they will be unreſtrained, in ſuch à community; 
FB freedom of thinking and divulging their conceptions bein 
an inalienable right of man, and the beſt promoter and 
preſerver, as well as an inſeparable concomütant, yr ublc 
= A 55 erty; ,. 
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meetings and reſolutions to effebi their 8 


may well paſs uncenſured; and many of their 
Opponents learn to be leſs inconſiſtent, than, 
while they would perſuade us that the Diſſenters 
are undeſerving of the common privileges of cis 
tizens and men, to exact from them a conduc 
more than human, by not allowing them to be 
at all irritated under their repeated diſappoint- 
ments. Vehemence, to be ſure, is not argument; 
and can only manifeſt earneſtneſs, or indignation; 
both which they will perhaps willinglyown them 
| ſelves to feel, in all their endeavours to obtain a 
removal of the teſt- act. And if the moſt viru- 
lent objeftors, to what is termed their violence, 
could be perſuaded diſpaſſionately to conſider, 
what would probably be their own feelings on a 
reverſe of the caſe—1.e. on a teſt being impo- 

ſed, alike” obnoxious to the members of the 
church of England, in favour of the Diſſenters, 
they would probably diſcover, that there can 


de no cenſure of any warmth, hitherto manifeſted // 


by the latter, which ſhould not fall on numay 
NATURE; or rather, oe any; 006 deſcription of . 


weg: as the whole hiſto "af thh the dey and ad davery of of 
ind demonſtrates. 

— has lately overturnod e in Fra — nes; an 

Gov grant, for the good of Id, that 3; 

and free government, to that great : 

happy reſult a all their Pe effor 2 
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(14) 


mankind might reaſonably be indignant under the 
ſame arbitrary impoſition from any other. (4) 


Nor would I have you to think me in any wiſe 
biaſſed through an undue partiality for all, or 
any particular body of, the Diſſenters. Their 
merits I leave quite out of che queſtion, and 
moſt ardently wiſh a repeal of the teſt-· act, only 
becauſe I think it reaſonable and expedient, as 
much as may be, to perfect to ALL, that religi- 
ous freedom, WHICH 18 THE SACRED RIGHT 
OF. ALL, and which, of courſe, none can in any 
degree warrantably be deprived of, I do not 
even aſſume, that, ſuppoſing a reverſe of the 
caſe, the Piſſenters would be ſo juſt to us. Alas! 
great numbers of our own church, and, which 
is the moſt diſgraceful to it, many of her CLzzcy, 
(4) Much has been objeRed to the Diſſenters for declaring 
themſelves againſt a re- election of ſuch members in parli- 
ament as may oppoſe a repeal of the Teſt-att, Nothing can 
be ſuppoſed peculiar to them therein, or calculated reaſon- 
ably to give offence, but the mere declaration, and even that 
is not at all excepted againſt by Doctor Horſley, the Biſhop 
of Saint David's, if we may judge from his own con pur. 
Vide his Lordſhip's late circular letter of intimidation to 
to the Clergy of Fa Dioceſs; to whom, out of his purely 
. epiſcopal affection for them, he has afforded a fine oppor- 
tunity, by their conforming their condu@ to his humbly 
inti hope and expedtation of it at the next general 
election, of getting to themſelves a diſtinction and a name, 
which v ill not be envied. 5 | = 


— 


(15) 
are adverſe to that juſtice to them; and I verily. 


1 


believe, that the generality of the Diſſenters are 


leſs liberal and eafy to be entreated than the 
members in general of our Eſtabliſhment; which, 
by the way, I always think, has its * recom- 
| mendation i in that Nager | 

But Wall we de injurious to edlen dn 
under like circumſtances they might be fo to us? 
God forbid ! That indeed were not the inter- 
dicted practice of rendering evil for evil, but tru- 
ly a tranſgreſſion much more cauſeleſs and an- 


tichriſtian; even the rendering evil, becauſe of 


our mere apprehenſion of evil; and that, to ſay 


| the leaſt, perhaps a groundleſs apprehenſion. 1 


mean on the ſuppoſition 'of the Difſenters ob- 


taining that aſcendency over us, which ſome of 


their Opponents ſeem to fear would come to 
paſs, but for our undue diſcouragement of them 


by the Teſt-aft. And how can men, who pre- 
tend a zeal for the Church, conſent to her ſo 


groſs diſparagement, as in effect to admit, that, 
if it were not for one unwarrantable ſtatute, her 

members would immediately crowd to the Meer- 
| ings of the 9 


: S + 5 6 


For my own part, "ines think, chat; by . 
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Nepal of the Teſt- act, the Difſenters would be 
enabled, through any ſuperior merit and abi- 
lities, to engroſs to themſelves all the. power and 
emoluments of the ſtate; nor yet, that any dimi- 
nution would enſue of the members of our 
church; (5) which, by the way, if the Diſſent- 
ers are inclined, they would never be able, to 
iure, without firſt becoming the more popular 
deſcription of the community; and whether ſuch 
an alteration be likely to take place, in this free 
country, from a diſpoſition in us to oppreſs and 
and perſecute, rather than protect them, any man 
amongſt us, of common ſenſe and experience, 
maſt de . to . {1 | 


on the ie i in direct diſavowal of, and 


| oppoſition to, the tolerating principles and pro- 
ceedings of ſuch Spirits as thoſe of the Lzzps 
Crx, Bisjoe HorsLEy, and Tar — £3 


curoxs or THE MavoR or NoTTINGH AM, (6) 
happy 


In Ireland, which is diſgraced by no teſt· ad, theſe 
2 — an, ours are not ex- 
perienc 3 | 


(6) In the morning poſt, for Saturday January not x a 
. parag _ ſtates, that a . has been entered in the 

Court of Kings Bench 22 the Mayor of Nottingham 

for not having ualified for his office by receiving the Sa. 


71 crament in the Church of England, 


— 


T3" 
bappy ſhould I be to ſee the truly liberal- and 
chriſtianly diſpoſed members of our church uni- 
ting in a petition to Parliament for the relief 
prayed for by the Diſſenters. Moſt cordially” 
would I give my name to ſuch an undertaking, 
and ſhould not deſpair of ſeeing many of my 
- Brethren generouſly concur in it, as a meaſure 
properly contemptuous and counteractive of 
nonſenſe, bigotry, illiberality, and injuſtice; 
indelibly and greatly honourable to our church: 
and, conſequently, a far better ſecurity to it, 
in the minds of men, than any arbitrary ſtatute. 


e 


I am, yours, &c. 
FzBRUARY 5, 
1790. 
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